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situation on shore, I cabled on January 7, 1899, stat-
ing that affairs were very disturbed and that a small
"civilian commission composed of men skilled in di-
plomacy and statesmanship should be sent to adjust
differences."

At the same time I wrote to Senator Proctor, ex-
pressing my fear that, despite General Otis's forbear-
ance, we were drifting into a war with the natives.
"This" appears to me an occasion for a triumph
of statesmanship rather than of arms. Should the
President decide to do as I suggest, I hope that you
will be a member of the commission. These people
are afraid of us, navy and army, but would listen
to you while they would not to us. They should be
treated kindly, exactly as you would treat children,
for they are little else, and should be coerced only
after gentler means of bringing them to reason have
foiled."

President McKinley acted promptly on my ad-
vice, Secretary Long cabling me on January 12:
"Schurman of Cornell, Worcester of Ann Arbor,
Denby, late Minister to China, go soon to Manila
with instructions. They with you and Otis consti-
tute commission." But in less than a month after
their appointment the growing anger of the natives
had broken into flame. Now, after paying twenty
millions for the islands, we must establish our au-
thority by force against the very wishes of the people
whom we sought to benefit. Once the early fightingd to be in the dark about the realng. the return signal, the back-
